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Reading comprehension
Directions : Read the following passages carefully. Each one is followed by several questions
about it. Choose the one best answer,(a), (b), (c), or (d) , to each question. Then on your
answersheet, fill in the space that corresponds to the letter of the answer you have chosen. Base

your answer to each question on the information given in the passage only.

PASSAGE ONE

In every city, e.g. at Venice, workers, especially coppersmiths, are all
congregated in one quarter and are engaged all day in hammering copper to
make it @ctjrle so that with it they may manufacture vessels of various kinds.
From this quarter there rises such a terrible din that only these workers have
shops and homes there; all others flee from that highly disagreeable Jocality. One
may observe these men as they sit on the ground, usually on small mats, bent
double while all day long they beat the newly-mined copper, first with wooden
then with the iron hammers till it is as ductile as required. To begin with, the ears
are injured by that perpetual din, and in fact the whole head, inevitably, so that
workers of this class become hard of hearing and, if they grow old at this work
completely deaf. For that incessant noise beating on the eardrum makes it lose
its natural tonus; the air within the ear reverberates its sides, and this weakens
and impairs all the apparatus of hearing. In fact the same thing happens to them
as to those who dwell near the Nile in Egypt, for they are all deaf from the

excessive uproar of the falling water.
!

121. Coppersmith workers, as is indicated: .......................................
a. ‘are usually dispersed throughout the city
b. iive at environmentally safe localities
c. are assembled in a particular region
d. live and work in separate locations
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122. The loud, unpleasant noise made by coppersmiths has forced ................ to
leave that locality. ‘
a. their colleagues
b. those hammering copper
c. those making copper vessels
d. people other than coppersmiths

=

123. The third sentence of the passage reveals.......coc..vunn....... coppersmithery
a. talents involved in -
b. facilities required for
c. working conditions of a
d. beautiful scenes seen in a

124. The hazards involved in long-term copper hammering ars...................o... .
a. trivial
b. ignorable
c. ciebiljtating
d. insubstantial

125. Coppersmiths and those who live near the Nile are comparable in the sense
that BOth .cvverrmeeeee et :
a. are exposed 1o a terrible loud noise
b. have relatively similar occupations
c. are. deaf from the water uproar
d. dwell in the same noisy locality -
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PASSAGE TWO )
Control of occupational exposures in agriculture is difficult primarily because

of the isolation, mobility, and social environment of the workers. Personal
protective equipment,including dust masks, air purifying respirators, safety shoes,
and protective clothing that should be used to minimise personal exposure, is
sometimes difficult to obtain and is not readily accepted by workers. Engineering
controls and changes in work practices are generally more effective in reducing
exposure. Reduction of airborne agents in enclosed livestock facilities has been
achieved by advances in ventilation, more frequent removal of manure, and
addition of compounds such as fatty oils to animal feed.Although health and
safety regulations may help to reduce exposure, implementation and
enforcement of regulations is difficult. As agriculture becomes more
industrialised, and workers specialised, implementation of safety programmes
similar to those that have been successful in manufacturing industries may
become more feasible. Education remains an mmportant component of exposure
control strategies for the agricultural community.

126. The first sentence mainly focuses on the problems involved in .......ccccoroimeeeeens
a. worker’s mobility and isolation
b. exposing certain occupations
c. monitoring exposure in workplaces
d. agricultural work places

127. In minimising occupational exposure, engineering controls and changes in

work practice are .............. personal protective equipment.

a. safe enough to replace
b. as important as

c. less significant than

d. preferred to

128. More frequent removal of manure exemplifies..........oceeeeee
2. routine controls m work places
b. changes in work practices

. .
e e o mmmbem Ak O AT At




ViAo ioan J 5148 o St 85y (PRD) 555 1035 8250 53] ;,R

129. According to the last sentence, education........... included in control
strategies for agricultural workers.

a. will be b. was rarely
¢c. used to be d. must continue to be

130. Health and safety regulations...........c..coceceemeeueres
a. have proven ineffective in reducing exposure

b. have been rejected mostly by workers
¢. although effective are difficult to enforce
d. despite industrialisation are impossible to enforce

PASSAGE THREE

Unlike many diseases caused by agents that are inhaled at work. cause and
effect correlations in asthma can be investigated, at least for hypersensitvity

induced asthma, by experimental studies in patients by inhalation challenge

testing with the putative cause. The aim in these studies is to compare, usually

with the subject "blind," the effect of exposure to a specific agent compared with
an appropriate control exposure, in provoking acute airway narrowing. Ideally
the results of the tests should be both reproducible in the subject tested and
consistent with others whose asthma is considered to have the same cause.
Showing that the particular agent provokes acute aifway narrowing and
increases non-specific airway responsiveness but does not, in the exposure
concent:ranons tested, provoke airway narrowing in others with a similar level of
airway responsweness provides evidence that the agent is a hypersensitivity
inducer rather than an inciter of asthma. The results of such inhalation tests
have been considered to be the gold standard both for identifying a specific
agent and for diagnosing an occupational cause of asthma in individual cases.

131. Hypersensitivity induced asthma is 3 diSEa5€ .oovovcicirrriemmiesisssinneennns .
a. the etiology of which can be Jooked into clearly
b. which is less irritable than many others :
c. the causes of which are still unknown

nwmEwNE
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132. The subject undergoing the inhalation challenge testing is usually.....c..cccoevuee.
a. unaware of its purpose
b. blind due to his disease
c. forced to exhale some agents
d. suffering from various diseases

133. The findings of the experimental studies can be............... if they
repeated]y yield similar results.
a. challenged b. invalidated

c. generalized d. transcribed

134. According to the text, an inducer of asthma and an inciter of asthma

a. identical

b. different

c. hardly detected

d. rarely distinguished

PASSAGE FOUR

The modern agricultural environment presents the potential for occupational
exposure to a large number of hazardous agents-chemical, biological, and
physical. Exposures vary depending on the type of crops and livestock produced,
and the leve! of industrialisation of the particular region. Technological advances
“and socioeconomic forces have brought about dramatic changes in agriculture,
resulting in significant changes in working conditions. In some cuses these
changes have proved beneficial, in others exposures have become intensified.
Vertical integration of livestock production has led to an increase in
specialisation, and workers devote more time to fewer tasks. In general,
agricultural workers continue to work long hours under adverse climatic
conditions while doing a wide variery of jobs. The population of workers also
tends to be different from most occupational cohorts, including as it does a large
proportion older than 65 Years and younver than 16 years Thc: mdepcndcnce

PR IO RE L B £ L -
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135. The hazardous agents mentioned in the first sentence are.............co...........
a. presently available globally
b. specific to agricultural professions

c. independent of agricultural outputs
d. limited to chemiical and biological settings

136. The second sentence deals With..........cocceureenemereenenee. unsafe agents.
a. variability involved in occupational contact with '
b. level of industrialisation influencing
c. various types of crops subjected to
d. livestock produced by

137." In general, agricultura] workers contnue.............. " . This sentence (lines 9 -
10 -11) indicates..................... in modern agriculture.
a. the simplicity of specializations
b. favourable ciimatic conditions
c. uniform working conditions
d.-diversity of specializations

138. The last sentence finds it.............. -to assess and control occupational

exposures of agricultural workers.
a. essential

b. ilogical

c. difficult

d. futile

139. The passage mostly discusses the ...,
a. technological advances in agriculture
b. agricultural work- related exposures
c. agricultural environment
d. agricultural workforce

2
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PASSAGE FIVE )

Approaches to the prevention of work-related dermatoses are analogous to
the- prevention of other work-related diseases. Priority should be given to
measures at the source, such as elimination of harmful exposures, with thorough
engapsulation of the process as an alternative. Good occupational hygiene,
including cleanliness and ventilation is the next step. Personal protection, for
example by gloves, has to be the last option, but is often selected in the first
place. Good epidemiological intervention studies that evaluate the relative
impact of vanious measures, have not been published. Clinical observations
indicate that many personal protective measures do not have the desired effect,
but epidemiological evidence for or against is lacking. Protective gloves, for
example, are widely prescribed, but may well contribute to increased risk of
contact dermatitis: inside gloves the micro-environment is drastically changed
and faulty gloves are worse than no gloves at all. Barrier creams are also widely
prescribed, although the effect in terms of reduction of incidence or prevalence
of dermatitis has never been documented. Hairdressers, for example, are
exposed to a variety of allergens and irritants, and 2 programme for elimination

or reduction of exposure seems timely.

140. According to the text, the wavs of preventing dermaloses and other

occupational diseases are.......................
a. varied

b. similar

c. hygienic

d. inaccessible

141. Presently the most common preventive measure against dermatoses

a. wearing gloves

b. occupational hygiene

c. eradication of harmful exposure

A tharnnmoh encansniatinn ~f the nroness
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142. The writer iS..cooveene...... the effectiveness of the protective measures
mentioned in the text.
a. indifferent to b. uncertain about

¢. confident about d. disappointed with

143. The writer implies that gloves and barrier creams..........................
a. are absolutely ineffective b. are very good protections
c. should be used cautiously d. must always be avoided

i

i

i

i

B

144. " Hairdressers" are mentioned as examples of those who............... a . .
a. should avoid using gloves =
b. are highly susceptible to dermatoses '
c. are less exposed to work-related diseases —
d. use gloves and barrier creams effectively .
]

|

N

PASSAGE SIX
Prematurity s measured by birth weight and length of gestation. The standard

definition of prematurity in the past was a birch weight of less than 2500 g, now
simply termed low birth weight. The maturity of an infant has been recognised to
be of greater importance than its weight and is measured by gestational age
calculated from the first day of tne last menstrual period or estimated by
uftrasound scan. A preterm birth is defined as one of less than 37 weeks
gestation. In industrialised countries the rates of low birth weight and preterm
birth are similar (4-8%); in developing countries, however, from 10-435 % are of
low birth weight, although the proportion pre-term remains relatively constant.
When less than 10% of births are of low birth weight, most are also preterm, but
as the percentage rises an increasing proportion are of more than 37 weeks
gestation. Whereas babies of low birth weight who are mature in terms of
gestational age are small but usually healthy, preterm birth is the most important
cause of perinatal mortality and disability in surviving children. There are racial
variations in gestation length and weight at birth. In the United Stares this partly
explains the higher frequency of low birth weight in blacks than whites but this is
_ also attributed to the lower average socioeconomic status of blacks. Because of
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! 149. The higher frequency of low birth weight in the American blacks can
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148. Perinatal death and disabiiity in survivors can mainjv be accounted for
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145. What is nowadays called " |ow birth weight........... prematurity.
a. used to be known as
b. provides an accurate measure of
c. looks synonymous with the term
d. is a standard definition of the word

146. " Gestational age" is claimed to be.................... " birth weight” in determining
mfant maturity.
a. less reliable than
b. an alternative to
c. a traditional form of
d. more significant than

147. It is understood from the text that a birth less than 37 weeks gestation

a. premature, no matter how heavy it is

b. mature given that it has the right weight
¢. quite common in industrialized countries
d. a rare happening, as compared to the past

1

a. pretem birth

b. low birth weight

c. early menstrual period

d. industrial status of the country

partially .....cveremnennae racial differences in gestation.
a. result in b. overcome many
c. be attributed to d. serve as the cause of




